Introduction

The North East Review

was set up by West Sussex
Primary Care Trust in May
2008 to look into the health
services in that area of the
county, and to assess how
they could be improved.The
independent North East
Review Panel, chaired by Sir
Graeme Catto, presented

45 recommendations to the
PCT Board in January 2009.
The recommendations were
related to improving all areas
of NHS work, from children’s

services to mental health
provision and access to
cancer treatments.

The PCT Board has

now received these
recommendations. Already
there is a great deal of
activity underway aimed at
turning the Panel’s work
into practical improvements
to the services available to
patients. This newsletter will
provide updates on how
services are changing.

Implementation update

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
The business case for
employing additional
paediatric nursing staff at
Crawley Urgent Treatment
Centre, as proposed in
Recommendation 20, has now
been submitted and agreed
by the PCT’s Children’s,
Young People and Maternity
Programme. Recruitment

is expected to begin in July
2009. News of progress on

this important development
will be made available.

Sara Weech, who was a
member of the North East
Review Panel, is changing
her role in West Sussex
County Council and will no
longer be the contact for
any actions involving the
county council. Jim Pillow,
Strategic Commissioning
Manager, Adults and
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Meeting the healthcare needs of local people

Children at WSCC, is now
acting as lead/coordinator
for the council and has

been looking at actions for
Recommendations 15-18,and
the recommendations for
children’s services.

IMPLEMENTATION
TEAM SET UP

A ‘steering group’ for North
East Review Implementation
has been set up comprising
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the three Practice Based
Commissioning leads for the
north east - Dr Amit Bhargava,
from Crawley, Dr Judy
McMahon, from Horsham,

and Dr Minesh Patel, from
Mid Sussex — working
alongside PCT colleagues
Diane Gilmour (acting Area
Director Primary Care at

the PCT); Eileen Clarke
(Deputy Director, West
Sussex Health); Dr Catherine
Greenaway (Medical Director,
Surrey and Sussex Hospitals)
and Brian Hughes (Assistant
Chief Executive at the PCT).

The group’s remit is to
oversee the progress

made against the 45
recommendations made by
the North East Review Panel
and to advise the PCT on any
areas of concern.
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